Eastern Pathology Alliance NHS

The Becton Dickinson (BD) Vacutainer system is designed to be used as a vacuum draw
system and is therefore calibrated to withdraw the required volume of venous blood
providing it is used as specified by BD. However, there may be occasions when it is not
appropriate to use it as designed and venous blood will need to be added to the tubes
manually via transfer devices. This process will ensure the correct ratio of blood to
anticoagulant. Do not use large tubes for small blood samples as this greatly reduces the
volume of serum/plasma which can be obtained, and may increase the ratio blood:
anticoagulant, which may adversely influence some results.

Never tip blood from one tube into another

Please note tubes are in the recommended order of draw below:
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Microtainer Paediatric Blood Sampling Bottles

Type:
Used for:

Type:

Used for:

Type:

Used for:

Type:

Used for:

EDTA
FBC, Group & save

Li Heparin

U&E, LFT, CRP

' Eastern Pathology Alliance NHS

Use this larger
EDTA bottle for DNA.
Requires 2 ml blood

Use this larger Li Hep
bottle for karyotype,
TFT’s or Troponin.

Bone group Requires 2 ml blood
Sodium citrate There is an internal

chamber to this tube.
Coagulation Requires 1.8 ml blood
Plain Type: Fluoride
Serology Used for: Glucose

If you need advice on which tube to use contact Clinical Biochemistry on 01603 286919
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